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SMA 2012 Annual StairCraft Awards Rules
Purpose:

To recognize the individual achievements of the members of the SMA; to elevate industry standards of aesthetic value, stair safety, quality of workmanship and technical achievement; and to promote to the public the value of utilizing the experience and products of SMA members.

Entry Deadline & Registration Fee:

All 2012 entries must be complete and submitted no later than January 20, 2012, at 5:00 p.m. EST. An entry fee of $150 must be received by the entry deadline to participate in the contest. 

Contest Categories



 Eligibility

Best Stair Part 



Manufacturers

Best Balustrade 



Stairbuilder or Rail Installer


Best Straight Stairway 


Stairbuilder

Best Curved




Stairbuilder

Best Spiral Stairway



Stairbuilder
Most Unique Stairway


Stairbuilder
Judgment Criteria:

Aesthetics

Safety

Quality

Technical Challenge

Eligibility:

All SMA member companies in good standing may participate.  Joint entries (two or more cooperating firms) are permitted for all categories other than “Best stair part” if all are members and contributed to the project. Member companies may submit up to one entry in each category.
Violation of the rules or misrepresentation of a product or company as the responsible principal producer/stairbuilder/installer shall be cause for disqualification from the contest and may be a violation of the SMA’s Code of Conduct and Ethics.

Project must have been completed within three years of entry deadline date and submitter must be the principal producer/stairbuilder/installer of the product as relates to the category. Projects submitted in previous years may be resubmitted in an alternate category, as applicable, but may not be resubmitted for consideration in a category in which it has competed already.

Members may compete in as many categories as they choose however a balustrade included in a stair submission may not be entered in the balustrade competition.  Stairways that contain stairs with curved and straight segments must be entered as curved stairways.
All stairways and balustrades must be in compliance with the building code in effect in the jurisdiction as applicable to the completed project. 

Anonymity of contestants is requested until the presentation of awards. For judging purposes only a number will identify entries.

Entry Procedures:

All 2012 entries must be submitted complete by no later than January 20, 2012, at 5:00 p.m. EST.

All entrants must select one of seven standard 11 x 17 entry template formats (see entry form), downloadable from website and be submitted complete in one e-mail using the entry form by entry deadline date.

Photo submission (mandatory) - Each entry will be supported by the submission of no more than four (4) photos. All photos are to be no less than 300 dpi resolution. One primary 8 x 10 and up to three supporting detail shots 3.25 x 4.5 will be accepted.

Descriptive submission (mandatory) – A description of each judgment criteria (not to exceed 25 words), applicable to fit in text box or submission format selected, must be provided.

All photo and drawing submissions become the property of the SMA and may be used for all purposes as determined by the association. 

Contest Administration:

All entries will be posted online in a uniform way for judgment by member peers. SMA member companies will be granted one vote in each contest category. SMA Staff will administer the contest and tally ballots. Ballots for all entries shall first be based on the entry being worthy of the award.  Voters shall be directed to vote for the best entry if more than one is worthy.  This could result in some awards not being recognized, to preserve the integrity of the StairCraft Awards. 
The SMA Board of Directors shall decide issues not covered by the rules with respect to the integrity, fairness and prestige of the contest for the SMA and its members. All rulings of the Board of Directors, when appropriate, will be posted on the website or announced prior to the judging.

Awards Presentation:

Recipients will be announced and the official presentation shall take place during the 2012 annual conference awards banquet, Saturday, April 14, 2012.  An employee, officer or owner of the company MUST be registered at the conference and be present at the official presentation ceremony to accept the award.  Failure to do so shall result in disqualification.  Please do not enter if you cannot send a delegate to the conference.
The Board of Directors shall maintain and post a history of award recipients on the website for public access.

A single award will be given in each category.

Award Recipient Responsibilities:

The winning member company will proudly display the award in their place of business.  A winning member company will proudly display “SMA Stair Craft Award Winner, year, category” only during its term of membership in the SMA.

Contest Prize:

Award winners will be presented with an award certificate or plaque to proudly display the company’s excellence in achievement. 

SMA will publish the award winning projects in the SMA newsletter, feature them in  press releases, and post them on the SMA website (public contest webpage) until the next year’s recipients are selected. After that, winning member companies will be listed as past award recipients with year and category. Winning entries will be prominently displayed as 2012 SMA StairCraft Awards winners on the SMA website.
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